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What's) Democrat Wins in Alabama Upset 
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estfield agreed to a 

$15.7 billion takeover 
by European giant Unibail, 
the latest move by mall 
owners to join forces as 
their tenants reel from the 
growth of e-commerce. Al, B2 
Oil inventories in the in- 
dustrialized world—a proxy 
for the world-wide glut—have 
dropped to a two-year low. Al 
+ Saudi Aramco unveiled 
a plan to invest more than 
$40 billion a year in projects 
over the next decade. B3 


+ GE recently conducted an 


m SP 


A 


4 


/ 
` 


Jones takes Senate 
seat, beating GOP’s 
Moore in race that 

went down to wire 


By JANET Hook 
AND JOSHUA JAMERSON 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—Demo- 
crat Doug Jones of Alabama 
Tuesday scored an upset win in 
a deeply Republican state, cap- 
turing the U.S. Senate seat here 
in a special election that drove a 
wedge within the Republican 
party and gave Democrats an- 
other burst of momentum ahead 
of the 2018 midterm races. 

The result was a defeat for 
President Donald Trump, who 
had endorsed Republican Roy 
Moore, and for his former White 


2 House strategist, Steve Bannon, 
= who had made this the first ma- 
> jor test of his strategy of sup- 
i porting anti-establishment can- 


internal review of the flying 
of a spare jet to accompany 
Immelt when he was CEO. B1 


a aaa o 2 didates to challenge the GOP old 
cord this year as a result of guard. 


It was the second potent sig- 
nal, after Democrats swept the 
= Virginia legislature races a 


the California wildfires. B1 
+ Bitcoin’s surge has been 
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driven by millions of indi- Democrat Doug Jones won the Alabama Senate seat in a hotly contested special election Tuesday over Republican Roy Moore. month ago, that Democratic en- 
vidual investors in Asia. B1 thusiasm in the midterms could 
+ Passport is closing its 4 | \ eo, e@ ° produce the sort of wave elec- 
main hedge fund to focus rum P Face Po tie a Re C onin tion that could flip control of 
only on cryptocurrencies. B18 9 Congress. 

Mr. Jones, a 63-year-old for- 
Meen E A By GERALD F. SEIB in control of the party but to have been tossed off his own mer federal prosecutor, won in 
ar panies er d other financial Results could use their rebellious, an- state’s Supreme Court twice, part by appealing to voters who 


firms. The blue chips rose 
118.77 points to 24504.80. B19 


+ A blast at a gas hub in Aus- 
tria led to a state of emergency 
in Italy and the highest U.K. 
gas prices in three years. B2 


+ Facebook plans to book 
more revenue in countries 
where it sells ads, bend- 

ing to foreign pressure. B3 


+ The SEC named five new 
PCAOB members, overhaul- 
ing the audit regulator. B18 


+ Toshiba and Western Dig- 
ital agreed to settle a dispute 
over Toshiba’s planned sale 
of its memory-chip unit. B4 
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+ Democrat Doug Jones of 
Alabama scored an upset win 
over Republican candidate Roy 
Moore, capturing a Senate 
seat in a special election that 
drove a wedge within the GOP 
and gave Democrats another 
burst of momentum. A1, A4 


+ The man accused of det- 
onating a homemade pipe 
bomb in a New York City 
transit hub faces federal 
terrorism charges. A3 
Trump reiterated his call 
to end what he and allies 
term “chain migration,” which 
the president blamed for this 
week’s New York attack. A3 


+ Atop FBI agent and an FBI 
lawyer who were involved in 
both the Clinton email and 
Russian meddling investiga- 
tions traded texts disparag- 
ing then-candidate Trump. A2 


The president criticized 
Sen. Gillibrand (D., N-Y.), who 
has called for his resignation 
over allegations of sexual mis- 
conduct, dismissing the ac- 
cusations as “fabricated.” A6 


+ The U.S., the EU and 
Japan agreed to increase 
pressure on countries like 
China that subsidize do- 
mestic companies. A8 


+ U.S. law-enforcement 
officials are probing allega- 
tions of corruption in the 
awarding of the 2016 Olym- 
pic Games to Brazil. A6 


+ A report on North Korea 
concluded its international 
financing web is more so- 
phisticated than previ- 
ously believed but remains 
vulnerable to sanctions. A8 


+ Died: Edwin Lee, 65, San 
Francisco mayor and first 
Asian-American in the job. A3 
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Alabama Senate race 


As of 11:35 p.m. EST Tuesday, 
100% of precincts reporting 
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The Donald Trump/Steve 
Bannon takeover of the Repub- 
lican Party will have to be put 
on hold. 

Tuesday’s 
Senate race in 
Alabama repre- 
sented an attempt by the pres- 
ident and Mr. Bannon, his 
foremost political strategist, 
to show that they weren’t only 


ANALYSIS 


tiestablishment message to 
drive their new version of the 
Republican Party to victory. 
Instead, Roy Moore, the can- 
didate Messrs. Trump and Ban- 
non fully supported, lost in a 
state Republicans had con- 
trolled comfortably for most of 
the past two decades. Mr. 
Moore was a seriously flawed 
candidate, controversial enough 


and more recently accused of 
having made improper sexual 
advances on teenage girls. 
Thus, much of the loss to Dem- 
ocrat Doug Jones will be laid at 
the candidate’s feet. 

Still, the loss is a huge blow 
to Mr. Trump personally. He 
now has backed three straight 
candidates for statewide office 

Please see GOP page A4 


believed the allegations of sex- 
ual misconduct and assault on 
teenage girls when Mr. Moore 
was in his 30s were an embar- 
rassment to the state and dis- 

Please see JONES page A4 


@ Turnout in the election is a 
worrisome sign for GOP..... A4 

@ How a tumultuous campaign 
unfolded. innin A4 


Fake Comments 


Hit Rule Making 


Phony submissions target net neutrality 


By JAMES V. GRIMALDI 
AND PAUL OVERBERG 


A comment posted on the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission’s public docket en- 
dorses a Trump-administration 
plan to repeal a “net neutral- 
ity” policy requiring internet 
providers to treat all web traf- 
fic the same. 

Calling the old Obama-era 
policy an “exploitation of the 
open Internet,” the comment 
was posted on June 2 by 
Donna Duthie of Lake Bluff, Ill. 

It’s a fake. Ms. Duthie died 
12 years ago. 

The Wall Street Journal 
has uncovered thousands of 
other fraudulent comments on 
regulatory dockets at federal 
agencies, some using what ap- 
pear to be stolen identities 
posted by computers pro- 
grammed to pile comments 
onto the dockets. 


Reports earlier this year of 
fraudulent comments on the 
FCC docket prompted the 
Journal to investigate the phe- 
nomenon there and at other 
federal agencies. After sending 
surveys to nearly 1 million peo- 
ple—predominantly from the 
FCC docket—the Journal found 
a much wider problem than 
previously reported, including 
nearly 7,800 people who told 
the Journal comments posted 
on federal dockets in their 
names were fakes. 

The Journal found instances 
of fakes that favored antiregu- 
lation stances but also com- 
ments mirroring consumer- 
groups’ pro-regulation talking 
points, posted without permis- 
sion of people whose names 
were on them. 

Such distortions, often un- 
known even to the agencies in- 
volved, cut against an impor- 

Please see FAKE page Al2 


High-End Mall Owner 
Makes a Dash for the Exit 


The owner of some of Amer- 
ica’s most successful malls is 
getting out of the business. 


By Mike Cherney in 
Sydney, Noemie 
Bisserbe in Paris 

and Saabira 
Chaudhuri in London 


Westfield Corp., which oper- 
ates marquee malls from Cali- 
fornia to New York’s World 
Trade Center, agreed to a $15.7 
billion takeover offer from Eu- 
ropean shopping-center giant 
Unibail-Rodamco SE. The deal is 
the latest of several recent 
moves by mall owners to join 
forces as their tenants—brick- 
and-mortar retailers—reel from 
the growing dominance of e- 
commerce sites like Ama- 
zon.com Inc. 

Until recently, the pressure 
has been focused on mall and 
shopping-center operators in 
smaller, less well-heeled mar- 
kets, where the bargains and 
convenience of online shopping 
has been a bigger draw. But in 
the past year, the stock prices 


Mall Madness 


Share of combined portfolio 
value by region 
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of some of the toniest mall 
owners and operators have 
been under pressure, too. 
Shares of Westfield—with its 
portfolio of glitzy arcades in 
places like Seattle, Los Angeles 


and Chicago—had fallen 9% this 
year before the disclosure of the 
deal Tuesday. 

Westfield has been reducing 
its retail exposure for years, 
venturing into residential and 
entertainment properties. Still, 
Tuesday’s decision is an ac- 
knowledgment from one of the 
industry’s biggest players of the 
formidable challenges ahead. It 
also could herald more deal- 
making, as landlords seek to 
add scale and cut costs. 

The deal follows a series of 
big consolidation moves on 
both sides of the Atlantic. An- 
other giant U.S. mall owner, 
GGP Inc., received a $14.8 bil- 
lion bid last month from real- 
estate company Brookfield 
Property Partners LP for the 
roughly two-thirds of the com- 
pany it doesn’t already own. 

Westfield competes in the 
U.S. with the likes Simon Prop- 

Please see MALLS page All 


@ Deal catapults Unibail into 
the Spotlight... B2 

@ Heard on the Street: A bet on 
the future of megamalls... B20 


Oil Supplies 
Retreat, 
Bolstering 
Producers 


By GEORGI KANTCHEV 
AND BENOIT FAUCON 


LONDON—A wave of oil-sup- 
ply disruptions, rising demand 
and OPEC’s production cuts 
have raised hopes among inves- 
tors and producers that global 
crude inventories are finally 
falling back in line with demand. 

Oil inventories in the indus- 
trialized world—a proxy for the 
world-wide glut—have dropped 
to their lowest levels in two 
years. 

Brent crude for February de- 
livery, the international bench- 
mark, rose past $65 a barrel in 
volatile trading Tuesday for the 
first time since June 2015 be- 
fore falling to settle at $63.34 a 
barrel on ICE Futures Europe, 

Please see OIL page A2 


@ Saudi Aramco to pump up its 
spending . B3 


By ANDREW BEATON 


Staring at a satellite image 
on Google Maps, James Burns 
could hardly believe his eyes. 
There in plain 
sight was a 
Hollywood leg- 
end—shielded 
on all sides by 
seven shipping 
containers, half 
covered in a 
lavender tarp 
and just yards 
away from a golf course in Sur- 
rey, England. 

Mr. Burns, a software coder 
in London by day, is a Star Wars 
zealot. He has the requisite ga- 
lactic bona fides: a trove of 
memorabilia, an encyclopedic 
knowledge of the Star Wars uni- 
verse and even a website where 
he sneaks away from his day job 
to write about his obsession. 


Who Found the Millennium Falcon? 
Real-Life Star Wars Reporters 


Fan journalists scoop world on movie news, 


Han Solo 


4 including storage site of Han Solo’s freighter 4 


But Mr. Burns, and the staff 
at his website, Jedi News, aren’t 
typical sci-fi fanatics. They are 
investigative journalists, diggers 
whose passion is to break news 
about Wookiees, 
lightsabers and 
starships. 

Tens of thou- 
sands of read- 
ers flock each 
day to the site 
and others like 
it because they 
routinely beat 
traditional news media to the 
hottest Star Wars scoops. Some 
fan journalists have become so 
knowledgeable that Lucasfilm, 
the company that created Star 
Wars, now a unit of Walt Disney 
Co., has hired them away, in- 

Please see FALCON page A6 


@ Joe Morgenstern reviews 
‘The Last Jedi... 
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